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                Packaging Recycling Evidence 

                Valpak purchases more UK recycling evidence than any other UK compliance scheme



                 

                
                            

        

    


              
        
    
	    
	    	    	
	    	    		
                            			 Packaging recycling evidence, otherwise known as Packaging Waste Recovery Notes (PRNs), are issued by Accredited Reprocessors to represent the tonnage of packaging waste they have recycled to a required standard. These evidence notes are used to offset producers’ packaging waste obligations.
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                    Supporting UK Recycling

                    Valpak prioritise UK PRNs where possible and have invested over £130m into the UK over the last 5 years.

The graph opposite shows the percentage of UK PRNs purchased by Valpak (green) compared to other compliance schemes in the UK (blue). In 2021, Valpak purchased 62% of PRNs from UK reprocessors.
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                    Do you have PRNs to sell?

                    Valpak is the UK’s largest Packaging Compliance Scheme and purchaser of PRNs / Packaging Export Recovery Notes (PERNs). We welcome opportunities from both established and newly accredited suppliers, both big and small. Alongside prompt and reliable payment we will do as much as possible to both work with you and meet your selling requirements.

If you have PRNs or PERNs to sell please contact our Procurement Team 03450 682 572 or complete the enquiry form below.
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                    How does the PRN system work?Toggle

                
                
                    
                        
                            PRNs feed into a funding mechanism supporting the UK’s waste and recycling infrastructure. They were introduced in 1997 by the Producer Responsibility Obligations (Packaging Waste) Regulations. This legislation places a PRN purchasing obligation on companies handling over 50 tonnes of packaging with turnovers over £2m. Such companies are referred to as “Producers”. Because the material these Producers are responsible for ultimately ends up in the UK’s waste stream, they must buy sufficient PRNs in order to offset this obligation using a “producer pays” principle. In simple terms, the more packaging they handle the more PRNs they must buy against set percentage targets.

PRNs are important as the funding received from their sale by Accredited Reprocessors and Exporters can only be used in ways that beneﬁt resource collection and recycling. This could include buying new recycling equipment or help ﬁnancing recycling waste collections.

Read our Reprocessor case studies to ﬁnd out more about how PRN funding has been invested.


                        

                    

                

            

                    
                
                
                    What is the role of compliance schemes?Toggle

                
                
                    
                        
                            With there being thousands of obligated Producers, the purchase of PRNs most often occurs via Packaging Compliance Schemes, such as Valpak, who represent large numbers of companies to which the legislation applies.

At Valpak we buy PRNs of the relevant type and quantity in order to offset our members’ obligations in the below materials. The types of PRNs we buy are:

	Aluminium
	Glass
	Paper
	Plastic
	Steel
	Wood


NB – Valpak Compliance Scheme members that also have a Valpak Recycling Services contract can receive a number of benefits, such as reducing compliance costs via own waste PRNs. Download our brochure to find out more.


                        

                    

                

            

                    
                
                
                    How are PRNs priced?Toggle

                
                
                    
                        
                            The PRN market is based on supply and demand, with prices ﬂuctuating depending on whether the market is short or in surplus when compared to annual targets.

The market is affected by many factors, alongside annual recycling targets set by government, such as world socio economic events, global buying patterns, recycling collections and infrastructure, and commodity prices.


                        

                    

                

            

            

 
 
             
        
	
		
			
							

						
			
				
					
						
							Make an enquiry

							If you have PRNs to sell, please contact us using the form below.



															
                

                        First Name(Required) 

Last Name(Required) 

Company Name(Required) 

Email(Required)
                            
                        

Contact Number(Required)

Enquiry(Required)

Consent(Required) I agree to the Privacy Policy.(Required)
By ticking above you are indicating your consent to the use of your personal data as explained in our Privacy Policy. You have the right not to have your personal data used for direct marketing, this right is explained in this policy.
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			Toughsheet Logo
		

		 
            
                 
                    Reprocessor
                            

            
				26 October 2021
            


			Frank Mercer & Sons Partnership

			Working together to continually look for new and innovative ideas of how to use large volumes of post-consumer plastic as feedstock and other innovative uses.


			Read More 
		

	                                            
			
			Novelis
		

		 
            
                 
                    Reprocessor
                            

            
				26 October 2021
            


			Novelis Partnership

			PRN funding has enabled Novelis to continually invest in the promotion and growth of aluminium recycling and help local authorities with their recycling awareness campaigns.


			Read More 
		

	                                            
			
			Tata Steel
		

		 
            
                 
                    Reprocessor
                            

            
				26 October 2021
            


			Tata Steel Partnership

			Working together to invest in recycling infrastructure and education.


			Read More 
		

	                                            
			
			John Brocklesby Logo
		

		 
            
                 
                    Reprocessor
                            

            
				1 November 2021
            


			John Brocklesby Partnership

			Valpak’s relationship with Hull based metal reprocessor is a great example of how mutually beneficial relationships enable Valpak’s customers to realise the benefits of local recycling infrastructure...


			Read More 
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                            Related news and blogs

                        
            

                

                                            
			
			Beauty Packaging
		

		 
            
                                    Article, Recycling, Recycling Evidence
                            

            
                
				17 February 2022
            


			PRN accreditation drives MYGroup investment for  tackling innovative hard-to-recycle plastics

			Valpak was instrumental in helping gain approval for PRN funding for around 1,000 tonnes of PRNs. MYGroup, which offers total waste management recycling for a range of materials, is well-known for its innovative cosmetics take-back scheme with Boots and Body Shop.


			Read More 
		

	                                            
			
			Circular & Co
		

		 
            
                                    Article
                            

            
                
				5 March 2021
            


			Exciting new partnership for Circular Economy announced

			The two companies will combine their extensive recycling and design experience, providing access to some of the UK’s best-known brands and meaningful waste streams with both commercial and environmental potential.


			Read More 
		

	                                            
			
			Colorant,For,Plastics.,Pigment,In,The,Granules.,Polymer,Beads
		

		 
            
                                    Article, Compliance, Packaging
                            

            
                
				9 December 2020
            


			Valpak and Aylesbury Granulation Services sign PRN Agreement

			As part of its commitment to support and develop the country’s network of smaller specialist recyclers the UK’s largest compliance scheme, Valpak, has announced an agreement with Aylesbury Granulation to support the plastics recycling company in attaining its accreditation to the PRN (Packaging Recovery Note) scheme.


			Read More 
		

	                                            
			
			Corrugated,Cardboard,Texture,And,Product,For,Advertising,And,Design
		

		 
            
                                    Blog, Compliance, Packaging
                            

            
                
				16 July 2019
            


			A day in a life at a paper mill – Valpak visits supplier DS Smith

			At Valpak, we work with a number of reprocessors to meet our members’ packaging waste obligations and are very fortunate to enjoy some great relationships with suppliers across the country. Last month, a team from Valpak were kindly invited to DS Smith Paper’s Kelmsley Mill, in Kent, to witness first hand their recycling process that sees a staggering 820,000 tonnes of card and paper recycled each year at this site alone.


			Read More 
		

	                                    


                
                    
                        View All
                    

                

            

        

    

 
    		

									    
                
            
                

                        
                            Stay connected.

                            Join over 1,000 people who receive fortnightly industry news updates

                        

                        First Name(Required) 

Last Name(Required) 

Company Name(Required) 

Email(Required)
                            
                        

Comments
This field is for validation purposes and should be left unchanged.




          
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
        

                        

                        

		                
		                

            By clicking 'Submit' you are indicating your consent to the use of your personal data as explained in our Privacy Policy.
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We own and host recycle-more.co.uk, a popular recycling information website where consumers, businesses and other organisations can find help and advice on all aspects of recycling.
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	Terms & Conditions
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We own and host recycle-more.co.uk, a popular recycling information website where consumers, businesses and other organisations can find help and advice on all aspects of recycling.
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                                    Valpak Limited is registered as a company in England and Wales | VAT Number: GB 790 9484 79 Company Number: 07688691

Certifications / Standards: ISO 9001 | ISO 27001 | ISO 14001 | ISO 45001 | PAS 2060 | Modern Slavery Act Transparency Statement.
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